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“O'Reilly spreads the knowledge of innovators  

through its technology books,  
online services, magazines, research,  

and tech conferences”





•Reference books
•Templated designs
•DRM-free
•Frequent updates



•Reference books
•Templated designs
•DRM-free
•Frequent updates

• sections	

• notes, tips, warnings	

• sidebars	

• code samples	

• formal examples	

• tables	

• images	

• quizzes	

• etc...

• chapter titles	

• paragraphs

+



•Reference books
•Templated designs
•DRM-free
•Frequent updates



•Reference books
•Templated designs
•DRM-free
•Frequent updates

“At O’Reilly Media, 
we’ve always published 
our ebooks DRM free, 
following the advice of 
Lao Tzu, who said, 2500 
years ago,  	


‘Fail to honor 
people, they fail 
to honor you.’ ” 	

!

—Tim O’Reilly,  
Founder



•Reference books
•Templated designs
•DRM-free
•Frequent updates



EPUB MOBI PrintDAISY PDF

Multi-format Book Production



The Toolchain
Past and Present



1998



“Unfortunately, the early models of the Rocket 
eBook do not yet support HTML tables and lists. 
Because technical materials tends to contain a 
heavy dose of tables and lists, there are 
formidable conversion problems.”

Linda Walsh,  
Director of Product Marketing @ O’Reilly,  

Dec 7 1998



MS Word

EPUB

I

InDesign
Quark
FrameMaker
Pagemaker
etc.

MOBI

PDF:

I
I



“...Our idea was eventually we’d be able to 
produce multiple formats from the 
same source file. And, of course, now we 
do that and it’s really given us an advantage.  
But back when we were doing it in the 90s, it 
was like, ‘It takes us longer; it costs more. We’re 
going to have all of these tools that are 
nonstandard. Why aren’t we just using Quark 
like everybody else?’”

Tim O’Reilly,  
Founder,  

in an interview in 2012



EPUB

markup MOBI

PDF:
:
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1991: O’Reilly sponsors DocBook XML

<title> 

<chapter> 

<sect1> 

<sidebar> 

<note> 

<example>



MS Word

DocBook XML
HTML EPUB

MOBI

I

:

XSL-FO PDF::

:



MS Word

DocBook XML HTML EPUB
MOBI

I

:

FrameMaker
InDesign

:

I

PDF:



<note>Here’s an example 
of a note in multiple 

templates.</note>



Consistent Markup is 
Crucial for Automation



Provide authors with a 
MS Word template



late 2002: AsciiDoc v1.0

[[chapter id]] 
== This Is a Chapter Title 
!
Type some text here to make a 
plain paragraph.

<chapter role=”chapterid”> 
!
<title>This Is a Chapter Title</title> 
!
<para>Type some text here to make a 
plain paragraph.</para> 
!
</chapter>



2011: Antenna House adds CSS support

XSL-FO CSS✘ ✔



HTML is the key



MS Word

DocBook XML

HTML
EPUB
MOBI
PDF

I

:

:

:

IInDesign

AsciiDoc



Microsoft Word
DocBook XML

AsciiDoc
Markdown
OpenOffice

Authoring formats:



DocBook XML

AsciiDoc

Word

OpenOffice

2011



DocBook XML

AsciiDoc

Word

OpenOffice

2012



DocBook XML

AsciiDoc
Word

2013



MS Word

DocBook XML

HTML
EPUB
MOBI
PDF

I

:

:

:

IInDesign

AsciiDoc









Lesson 1:
Writing is visual,
Markup is hard 
(but necessary)



DocBook XML

AsciiDoc
Word

2013



DocBook XML

HTML

AsciiDoc (few variables)

(more variables)

(lots of variables)



MS Word

DocBook XML

HTML
EPUB
MOBI
PDF

I

:

:

:

IInDesign

AsciiDoc



DEMO

https://atlas.oreilly.com/oreilly-media-content/no-nonsense_html_and_css


HTMLBook: 
semantics-driven 
HTML for books



DocBook:
<title> 

<chapter> 

<sect1> 

<sidebar>

HTMLBook:
<h1> 

<section data-type="chapter"> 

<section data-type="sect1"> 

<div data-type="sidebar">



Lesson 2:
There’s no such 
thing as magic





CSS



CSS for eReaders

@media queries	

!

Cascades



CSS for eReaders:
@media queries

Kindle eInk Kindle Fire



CSS for eReaders:
The Cascade

Base CSS	

(all books)

Book 	

customizations	

(some books, 	

all devices)

Series customizations	

(all books, some devices)



Test, test, test!



CSS 3 Paged Media
A new module to layout content in pages.	


!
• trim size	

• margins	

• running headers and footers	

• page numbers	

• etc.



An example HTML/CSS layout



Learn more: CSS Paged Media

http://bit.ly/1fPMHvQ



Distribution



early 2013: 
EPUB 3 (mostly)



shop.oreilly.com
Amazon.com

iBookstore
100+ other channels



How can we make SnowFall 
for less money?



Returning to Web Books
1993: Global Network Navigator (GNN): 

first commercial web publication

DEMO

http://chimera.labs.oreilly.com/books/1230000000345


What’s next?
!

Atlas
Web books

Interactive content


